
R 3-5-1  Definitions 
 
Diploma - Formal documentation and recognition that a student has satisfactorily completed the 
graduation requirements of the state and county school district.  A Standard Diploma is awarded to all 
students who have satisfactorily completed the graduation requirements of the state and county school 
district.  A Modified Diploma may be awarded to eligible students with disabilities as specified in 
Sections 5.6.9 and 5.6.10 of SBP 2510. 
 
Dual Credit Course - A course that provides students both high school and college credit.  Such a course 
must meet both the specified course content standards and objectives for secondary offerings and the 
college course requirements.  
 
Experiential Learning – Structured quality work-based, services-based, community-based, and/or 
research-based learning experiences.  These experiences require students to integrate knowledge and 
skills from academics, career/technical education, and/or the arts and demonstrate the personal qualities, 
skills, knowledge, and understandings they need to be leaders in the 21st century.  Quality senior projects 
are one example of structured experiential learning. 
 
High School Credential – Credentials which may be earned by graduating students.   

 College Readiness Credential – Any student, who scores at or above the college readiness 
benchmarks as defined by the West Virginia Higher Education Policy Commission, shall 
receive a college readiness credential.   

 Work Readiness Credential – Any student who completes an approved career/technical 
concentration and obtains a passing score on ACT Workkeys® assessments shall receive a 
work readiness credential. 

 
Modified Diploma - Formal documentation and recognition that an eligible student with disabilities, who 
is unable to meet the graduation requirements for a standard diploma, has met the modified diploma 
requirements specified on the student’s Individualized Education Program (hereinafter IEP).  All students 
who meet the criteria for the Alternate Performance Task Assessment (hereinafter APTA) are presumed 
to be pursuing a modified diploma.  
 
Pathway - Designation of a student’s intended postsecondary goal within the individualized student 
transition plan and the level and sequence of courses needed to achieve that goal.  The two pathways are 
Professional (Baccalaureate Degree or above); and Skilled (Associate Degree, Postsecondary Certificate 
or 21st Century Industry Credential). 
 
Senior Project – An integrated culminating project related to the student’s program of study which 
requires knowledge, skills, and concepts from the student’s total school experience.  A quality senior 
project should be comprised of a research paper, a product, a portfolio and a presentation. 
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